The Heads-up for the week ahead…..
THIS WEEK:
Mon 23 - Tues 24 August: LEVEL 4 LOCKDOWN - LEARNING

AT HOME (PM announcement to come)
Wed 1 September - PARENT WRITING WORKSHOP FOR
ACCELERATED LEARNING

Kia Ora Koutou Whānau
COVID-19 LEVEL 4 LOCKDOWN 2021
The teachers and teacher-aides have been meeting regularly via zoom to
prepare and plan what needs to be done during the lockdown to ensure our
students and their families have what they need to continue some learning at
home. Part of our meeting is always a check-in to find out how we are with our wellbeing. We also hope you
are doing OK – the sudden announcement on Tuesday last week was quite unexpected in a lot of ways.
The Mental Health Foundation of NZ says, “it’s all right to feel a range of emotions right now. Going into a
Level 4 lockdown is a big deal and it brings all sorts of different feelings to the surface, including frustration,
worry and even gratitude. However you are feeling, know that you’re not alone – we’re all going through this
together.”
If you need to talk, check in with a friend or whānau member, or free call/text 1737 to chat with a trained
counsellor. It's free and confidential. There are also a lot of other supports available to you if needed (visit the
Mental Health Foundation of NZ facebook page for more information).
You will also understand the importance of routine for your family. If your routine has been shaken up, it’s
good to structure your time. Routines are reassuring and promote health and physical wellbeing. I have
attached the work-plans/activities for your children to this newsletter - please use this to plan their day so they
have a sense of routine during their home-learning days. By sharing their work it also keeps a sense of
connection and community with their classmates - last Level 4 the kids talked about what they did for weeks
after returning to school and the teachers enjoyed commenting and encouraging them with their projects too.
A big thank you to all of you for taking the lockdown so seriously – we’ve seen before that staying at home will
break the chain of transmission and save lives. Breaking the rules could risk someone close to you and if the
rules are not complied with, this could risk the lock down period being extended or could risk the virus being
spread to thousands.
Please keep checking the locations of interest and get tested if you were at that location at the specified time,
or if you have symptoms which could be COVID-19.
And just a quick point – please don’t use our playground during lockdown. Playgrounds cannot be used at
Alert Level 4.
As always, please let us know if there is anything you need to support you and your tamariki during this time.
Ngā mihi
Teresa Topp (Tumuaki/Principal)
Waikite Valley School - Developing Learners for Life

M: 027 634 4744
E: principal@waikitevalley.school.nz

VALUES AWARDS FOR WEEK 4

Pod 1: Hunter Martin & Jack Hunter

Rm 2: Promise-Reign Gardiner &
David Schweizer

Rm 4: Lucy Fiskens &
Michael Schweizer

GPA: Adrian Briggs &
Emily Mills-White

Waikite Valley school
PTA Bull Calf Donation
Scheme 2021
Are you able to support our school by donating a reared
calf or a virtual calf this year?
COLLECTION SITE- Mead’s yards (Hossack/Waikite Valley Rds)
AGENT ORGANISING - Simon Marra (Silver Fern Farms Ltd)

For more information, or if you would like to confirm
your calf donation please contact the school office
0212949633 or Alice on 0223900727.

Rm 3: Madisyn Cathcart &
Jackson Elliston

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT US:

Waikite Valley School Contacts:
Teresa Topp (PRINCIPAL)
mob: 027 634 4744
E: principal@waikitevalley.school.nz
Office (Kelly Curtis) - 021 294 9633
Board of Trustees Chairperson - Shelley Schnuriger 333 2248
Parents-Teachers Association Chairperson - Crystal Carroll 021 175 0487

